


W
 

I
W

~
.~

 
0 

bD
"'" 

v. 
C

d Q
)

>
 

~
O

O
O

O
I 

C
d 

Q
) 

- 
oo~

Q
) 

.~
 

~
 

U
 

~
 

~
 

00
~

 
::=

 ~
.~

 
Q

) 
Q

) ~
 

00 
6 ~

 ::=
 

~
 

"E
 '0

~
0

P
C

d;;" 
oo.,..~

 
C

d 
~

Q
). 

~
C

d~
>

. 
",=

U
~

~
C

d""~
 

~
~

-5~
~

~
 

'i)-~
.0 

Q
) ~

 
~

. 
~

 
.0 

0 
Q

) 
I... 

0, 
00

W
 

'0 
I... 

. 
Q

)."" 
~

;;.. 
- 

+
J '+

-0
- 

..~
 

'+
- 

I...
0 

00 
u 

C
d 

0 
U

 
C

d 
- 

"A
i 

Q
)

'0 
. 

~
 

'0 
cri Q

) 
5 ~

 
'0 

~
::3 -

6
Q

) 
C

d 0 -
.c 

~
 

--u+
; 

~
 

Q
)~

Q
) 

'+
-u 

-00'"'
0. 

rl'\ 
'-'v~

~
~

 
'0 

C
d 

~
"",Q

)O
O

~
 

vQ
)~

~
 

V
J 

'O
,Q

Q
)I...~

~
O

 
~

O
O

'+
-"""O

C
d 

,Q
~

~
C

i5
rJ.)

§ 
C

d.5 
O

,.~
 

~
 

~
 

~
 

.S
 

~
 

~
 

~
 

~
 

C
d .~

 
£

0 
'"' 

~
 

00 
Q

)
6

u 
00 

9J, 
C

d 
C

-'.. 
""-

. 
-c: 

I... 
C

d"'" 
-""'1... 

""""
ro

~
:g>

<
C

d~
C

dO
 

,Q
~

m
~

o,+
- 

m
>

C
d 

C
dQ

) 
~

 
~

 
~

'O
 

~
~

£ 
00 ~ 

bD
 

~
 Q

) 
;."'" 

§ 
Q

) - 
~

 
~

."'" 
C

d
C

d~
 

,",~
C

d~
O

, 
'+

-;:-~
""'C

dl...~
~

6 ~
H

~
.~

 
';+

a 
'~

 
JS

C
 0,"'" 

C
d 

:0 
C

d 
~

 
00

0 
0 

~
 

~
 

C
d 00 o'~

 
~

 
~

 
Q

.) 
0, '0 

C
d

'+
-Q

)8C
dC

dC
d 

~
Q

)""'~
~

~
6

00Q
)00 

Q
) 

bD
 

I... ~
 

00 
0 

C
d 

::=
 

Q
)

~
'~

~
-5bD

~
C

d 
~

~
6~

"O
 

o~
c.:::c

b.Q
~

 ~
 

>
,. >

,. 0 ~
 

~
 6 £ .~

 
bD

 2. ~
 "0 ~

 ~
 ~

~
 

bD
 >

,. ~
 6 ~

 
~

 ~
 

~
 £ 

Q
) ~

.S
 S

'.~
 0, 

Q
) ~

 0
~

~
§'.:S

 ~
 .£ ~

 ~
 ~

 
] 

.:S
 ~

 -5 .§ "8 ~ ~
] 

~
 ~

.!Q
 

'0 
Q

)
6

0, 
Q

) 
6 

o1>
d'~

,+
-I...Q

)bD
'O

"d
=

 
Q

)C
doo 

Q
)6

Q
)0'Q

)~
,",0;~

Q
)~

>
 

~
 

~
 

Q
) Q

) 00 
6 ~

 
u 

;;.. 
(/J ,.. 

bD
 C

d >
,.

.s 
. ~

 
.~

 ~
 ;;: -5 g .8 ] 

Q
) 

bD
 ~

 ~
 ~

 
Q

) 
Q

)
6

~
 

; 
~

 ~
-0

~
-~

O
bD

~
""'~

 
.I 

~
e 

u 
~

-Q
)"'"

~
 

:;-' 8 ~
.~

 Q
)"8~

 
0 ;. :;-' ~

 ~
"8 ~

 ~
 ~

 ~
 ~

 ~
 ~

"E
 

~
 

0 
~

 --5 
0 

-ffi 
~

 
0, 

r.I::: 
C

d ~
 ~

 
,Q

 
0 

~
 

~

~
 

Q
) 

Q
) 

~
.-

"'0
~

0
I 

- 
.r:: 

.-~
 

I 
~

 
'"'

.s 
"E

 
.~

 0 ~
 .=

 
bD

 § 0 
§ 

C
I5

cn 
C

d ~
,Q

 
u 

.~
 

u 
~

 
Q

)

,g. 
~

 
J 

-3Q
)I 

ci'§ 
~

:gC
d~

~
6

.a 
~

 
~

 
§ .s ] 

~
 

C
:' 'E

 
~

:o m
.~

 
~

:g
~

 
~

 
00!/J~

~
 

Q
)C

d 
~

~
~

 
:c 

\. \.J 
u 

u 
u 

>
,. Q

) 
~

 C
-'.~

 0, 
00 "d §

U
)

b.Q
'"§ '0 

.5-~
 

]
Z~

 ~
 ~

o~
 

-5 'Q
.

-0 
::3~

I 
" 

""""'~
Q

)
Q

) 
.+

:'C
do,~

"A
i 

'O
'+

- 
.Q

) 
m

"d
a: 

-00 
Q

) 
Q

)O
C

d'O
-Q

)U
-0 

8 
"E 

§ 
~ 

c.:: 
I... 

.u 
; 

(/l.r;J 
~

rJ.)
Q

)."" 
'E

"'" 
~

 
Q

) ~
.."' 

1>
d' 

C
d §

t: 
~

 
... 

~
 

~
,Q

 
- 

'-' 
00 

I... 
.!Q

 
0 ~

 
>

 C
d 0 

Q
) 6 6:: 

00 g 0
-0

Q
)

~
Q

)O
'O

I... 
uQ

)<
'O

Q
»,.,Q

c 
~

-Q
) 

00 
~

-oo
01 

~
 

C
d

>
Q

) f~
 

~
 

.0"" 
6 

"0 
..,,; 

e 
0"8

co 
~

 
J 

Q
) 

~
 

- 
~

 
C

d 
ro 

C
d

E
 

~
 

"8 's. ~
 

~
oo 8. 

;§.~
 §:;;; E

:g 
I...

.r:: 
"' 

0 
I... 00 

- 
.""0

~
 

Q
) 

C
d

-
ro

-~
 

Q
) 

-'0"'" 
u~

-
~

 
0, 

'0 
1... 

~
~

C
dO

 
~

co 
~

.~
 

§:g ~
 

C
d C

d .0 
~

 
t: 

00 
0,0

N~
'"'~

 
o~

 
_O

bD
O

C
d

W
 

.S
 

'0 
~

 
t/) 

bD
 

.~
 

C
d ~

 ~
 

~
 

00 
0,

cn 
~

:ft. 
Q

) 
00 ~

 
C

d § ~
 's "0 .~

 "0
~

 
C

d 
I... ~

 ~
o 

C
d 

~
 .r;J ~

oo 0 
~

 
0, 

00
""Q

) 
rl'\ 

~
~

u~
oo 

,Q
001...~

0£~
.a 

V
 

J 
"';;" 

00 , 
C

d Q
) Q

) 
-

co 
Q

) 00 'E
.~

 
0 

...: C
-' ~o

'~
 

~
 ~

 ~
.S

~
 

~
 

00."" 
~

 
- 

'W
-

0 
C

d C
d - ~

 
~

 
5 

~
 

~
:=

u.: 
~

 
1...~

_U
C

dU
 

~
 

C
do,oooo 

~
 

-~
-

~
 

rJ.)
0a: 

.~

~
 

~

! 
~

:;~..g~

~
 

~
§ 

U
~

 
.~

.~
 

~
~

 
~

-~
 

0

j~

I.. 
~

(/) 
cI5

O
~

O
)

'+
'-"'0

>
-i:r:;.~

~
~

 
,D

."" 
C

O
 e

~
~

~
.gB

~
~

~
C

O
'O

~
 

~
 

I.. 
~

'0 
C

O
 

"01) 
C

O
(/)0) 

"C
d(/)

~
.~

 
~

 
c 

of;

"Q
je"ol)~

O
)

(/)""'~
2~

§
;j 

co~
. 

,D
,.:g 

e 
'tJ

~
'O

- 
-

0) 
(/) 

0
'0 

... 
,D 

O
)coco~

'O

,D
- 

C
O

'c 
"oI)~

 
"01)-

u~
 

~
~

"oI)
(/) 

~
 

M
.U

 
~

0)~
0)~

'tJ
'0 

. 
"01) 

0 
;:=

-O
C

C
O

~
~

~
~

~
~

>
-C

O
2~

~
 

,D
'O

c.. 
~

- 
."01)~

U
),.:g 

'tJ 
§ 

~
'"E

C
)"Q

j 
~

."".2 
:s:

c,D
. 

~
O

)~
~

co.~
 

~
'O

I..

o~
~

co~
~

>
- 

I.. 
.3 

"'" 
;>

d' 
t"\

<
D

~Q
)

0>C
t!

c..

~CQ
)

Q
)

(/)

~
 

'" 
Q

) 
00

~
 

'" 
.

e
.-

0 
m

'oJ):t:: 
"'i;l 

'O
..c 

'0 
>

"0 
~

Q
) - 'g .a .5.c 

:;;.. 
m

 ~
 

~
 ~

 ~
 

m
 

cd 
.s

~
 

~
o.~

oobt).acdoo;;'-~
 

I 
cd

e
~

 
.

... 
~

 
;>

-~
-~

o. 
'l-'o..c 

cd 
~

00 
O

O
~

:'=
~

cd:.=
~

O
"'i'oo 

~
--~

Q
) 

... 
~

 
'" 

~
 

tJ 
>

..- 
cd 

-- 
-- 

cd
- 

'0 ~
 

~
 

0'- 
~

 
'oJ)'8 

~
 '0 

~
 

Q
) 

~
 

Q
) 

0.
cd 

Q
) 

Q
)~

t:tJ~
Q

)-cd~
 

>
cdO

O
e

.~
 

Q
) 

~
 

~
 

0. 
0 

:.:=
 .- 

'0 
cd 

Q
) 

0 
;>

 
... 

cd

cd 
~

o e
"'oo~

tJ~
~

Q
)~

~
0~

-9~
 

- 
..."'cd... 00 

"'cdcd--

cd 
~

e
-:5 

~
 

'0 
Q

) 
'0 

'oJ)'m
 

cd 
:;;..

e
;t:4.r"' 

Q
)

0. 
~

 
.~

 
~

 
~

 
~

 
cd 

~
 

~
;>

 
~

cd 
0 

0 
:s:.9 

cd 
~

 
~

:2 
~

 
-5 

Q
) 

0.:E
 

00 
~

 
cd

00 
'O

tJ'oJ)"'i;l"'", 
o""~

~
eoo~

cd~
cd 

~
'Q

~
Q

)a1.s~
~

E
-oooE

-o'oJ)'O
8~

.:t:::
~

O
~

O
~

'O
 

~
cd' 

.O
cd 

Q
)O

~
 

Q
) >

. cd"t:a 0'.- 
~

 
'I-' 

Q
) e ooe

00 ... 
Q

) 
00 ~

 
00

~
.S

 
~

 
t>

.. 
Q

) 
00 

>
.. 00 

>
. 

0 
~

 
0 - 

~
 ... 

Q
)

~
 

cd
..c~ 

.~
. 

~
 

>
 ~

 ~
 

~
 

00 
~

 2 
00 ~

 
'0 

~
 

~
 

~
... 

;>
 

'" 
ro 

~
 

.- 00'- 
- - .- 

0 
...

f/1 ~
..c.-.~

 
~

 
~

 
0 

~
 

~
 

~
 

00 'E
 - .~

 
t/l 

'""' 
0

Ia 
clS

O
O

~
=

=
 

~
ooQ

)~
o.=

cdcd'l-'~
~

~
~

 
Q

) 
tJ':' 

Q
) t: 

0 ~
.- 

0. 
0 

0 
Q

) 
tJ 

~
 

oo..c 
Q

) 
~

ow
 

..c cd 
Q

) 
~

 
Q

) 
'0 

cd .~
 

~
 

t/l 
'bi>

'~
 

cd 
'oj) 

Q
)

N
 

...
U

'""' ... cd - 
'0 

00 '" - Q
) 

'r-' 
~

 
cd 

Q
)

N
 

~
t/l 

Q
)"'--"'~

"'O
O

~
~

Ia 
cd 

cd ... 
rI3 '3 

0;-::=
 

Q
) 

o~
 

~
 

'E
 

~
 

0 
0 

~
 

cd 
bC

~
 

tJ~
£~

~
>

'>
~

~
~

cd~
~

t/l~
~

ecd
00 

ro 
~

 
tJ 

Q
) 

Q
) 

~
 r" 

~
.- 

'oj) 
00 

'0 
~

 
-

G
I 

~
e

.- 
~

 
00 

00 
'0 

'-' 
cd

~. 
~

 
~

 
cd 

Q
) 

Q
) 

'oj) 
Q

)~
,- 

Q
) 

"'..c 
~

 
cd 

~
 

ro' 
=

 
~

 
Q

) 
cd =

 
>

,Q
 

~
 

~
~

 
'0 

00 
Q

) 
Q

) 
tJ 

Q
) 

00 
t' 

Q
) 

0 
cd.- 

cd
~

2 
~

oo'oJ)"O
e

~
et:..coo 

Q
)~

~
--;C

-'~
~

~
"': 

cd 
cIS

 0 
.- 

Q
) 

cd 
Q

) 
'(;j 

Q
) 

.- 
~

 
~

;:~
F

oo8"'i;lS
..cC

-':S
oS

~
"'i;lC

-':I::tJ~
~

 
>

O
"iij 

-Q
)~

O
O

 
'O

"'Q
)O

~
 

clS
cd~

m
 U

5 
cd ..c ~

 
>

. ~
 

I 
cd'm

 
~

 
0. 

0 
~

 
e 

p..



Dirt
Continued from Page 15

In the early 1980s, Gabella decided to study horti-
culture at the College of DuPage. To gain some expe-
rience, he worked at a local nursery part time and
moved to Villa Park in 1987.

In 1988, he graduated from COD and began work-
ing in the landscape industry. He earned a bachelor's
degree in business management from North Central
College, Naperville. He eventually created a garden-
ing newsletter and branched out in photographing
plants and flowers in their natural states.

Referring to his own situations with plant life,
Gabella explained that he "calls things out as I see
them, as I experience them. If there's a plant that has
either performed badly for me because it doesn't
grow well in our area, has a disease problem or
grows a little too well and becomes evasive, those
are reasons not to plant something." --"

A design in mind
In the 10 years that Gabella has been doling out

his expertise with garden clubs, there are basic ques-
tions on everyone's minds.

Common queries are what makes a garden and
how can people garden on an affordable level. One
way is using container gardens and purchasing com-
bination planters.

"They have become extremely popular recently
because they allow people to experiment with color
and form on a much smaller scale, particularly if
they don't have a lot of time to invest," he said. "The
rewards are somewhat immediate and very satisfy-
ing.

"It's important for gardeners to understand that
their joy can come out of the simplest levels.".Gabella's own garden, whICh starts out from the
front and extends to the back, is a place of experi-
mentation in horticultUre and design. Gabella'sgar-
den inventory includes tall grasses, cacti, yucca glau-
ca, different seedums. His back yard, which is half
an acre, is home to asparagus, rhubarb, wetland
shrubs, azaleas and bearded irises.

When beginning a garden, he explained some
people consider geraniums, petUnias and impatiens
as the "bread and butter of the commercial nurserY



trade." To discover new and unusual varieties,
Gabella encourages gardeners to explore fresh and
seeded offerings from retail catalogs and from Web
sites. His recommendations include visiting
www.stokesseeds.com or www.parkseed.com.

People ask him when they should prepare their
lawns for spring and summer.

"My feeling is that if you can work comfortably
outside after the middle of February, that's the time
to start cleaning things up and cutting things down,"
said Gabella, who noted that residents enjoyed mild
weather this March. He added that it was also the
time to block off property and see what some of the
problem
ar~as are.

Fear not,
late
bloomers,
for there is
still time to

'-plant
before the
hot weather
comes.

"Some of
the b~st
gardens are
,planted into
June from
started
plants," he
said. "If
you're '-:;;:--
starting
seeds, there are a lot of seeds that can be planted in
April. Hardy annuals and perennials can be planted
outside. I began growing seeds indoors in
December."

Providing protection
Proceeding from plants and flowers, Gabella dug

into the area of vegetable gardening.
One issue is how to ward off animals, namely

furry perpetrators such as rabbits and raccoons,
from crops. Gabella suggested employing several
barrier choices such as polytape fencing, which is an
electrical fence that can be controlled by battery or a



- -
solar-operating charging unit.

He said that there is some
evidence that sonic devices
whose high frequencies irritate
animals work. Old-fashioned
chicken wire does the trick as
well.

With weed control, Gabella
said removing the pesky plants
by hand is preferable to chemi-
cal herbicides. Caring for soil is
important as it helps plants and
flowers grow to their fullest.

'~ lot of gardeners forget that
they need to incorporate organic
matter in the soil for most types
of plants," he said. "It has nutri-
ents that go back into the soil,
improves the aeration of the
soil, increases the microorganic
content of the soil as it breaks
down."

Those who have gardening
questions or want to learn more
about Gabella can visit his Web
site, www.gardenopus.com.

Marie Lazzara's e-mail address is:

MAL@libertysuburban.com





Staff photos by Mike Voss

Above, Gabella snaps off some asparagus growing in his back yard May 6. Gabella, a
horticulturist, answers gardening questions at his year-old Web site. Top, Bleeding
Hearts is a type of flower that grows in Gabella's garden. Other plants and flowers in
Gabella's inventory include tall grasses, cacti,. yucca glauca, seedums, wetland
shrubs, azaleas and bearded irises.




